
Kentucky’s wine history is nearly as old  
as the state itself with none other than 
U.S. founding father Benjamin Franklin 
tasking Swiss winemaker John James 
Dufour with searching out places in 
our fledgling nation best suited for 
winemaking. Dufour planted over 30 
different wine grape varieties, but 
determined only two – the Alexander cape 
grape, and the Madiera grape – would 
thrive in Kentucky.

Kentucky statesman Henry Clay and other 
investors helped found the Kentucky 
Vineyard Society in 1799, purchasing over 
600 acres ripe for cultivation right here in 
Jessamine County.

Kentucky’s abundant limestone not only 
contributes to creating unparalleled 
bourbons, but also a host of excellent 
wines that continue to receive acclaim 
nationally and internationally.

Two hundred years ago, expert 
winemakers selected Kentucky for its 
ideal wine-growing conditions. You’ll find 
that promise fulfilled in Jessamine County. 

From the thrilling pop when uncorking 
a bottle until that final drop, the bold 
essence of our Commonwealth’s history 
shines through, expertly captured by the 
winemakers of today.

Nicholasville, Wilmore–Jessamine County  
Joint Tourism Commission

200 S. Main Street  
Nicholasville, KY 40356 
859.354.5433

visitjessamine.com



Jessamine Wine & Vineyard Trail is a 
passport program designed for wine 
enthusiasts. Have this passport stamped 
at our destinations and win prizes, all while 
enjoying some of Kentucky’s finest wines.

Prizes: 
● �Complete all three vineyard stops and receive 

a gift!
● �Complete all stops and attend the annual 

Kentucky Wine & Vine Fest and receive 
another unique wine lovers gift.

GHOST FOX WINERY  
(Tasting room open 12-8 pm Saturdays)  
2385 Chrisman Mill Road 
Nicholasville 
ghostfoxwinery.com  
502.553.8378 

Getting its name from a supernatural figure in 
Japanese folklore, Ghost Fox Winery opened 
in 2023 on longtime vineyard property, now 
specializing in small batch varietals like unoaked 
chardonnay, merlot, cabernet, riesling and a 
taste of the unexpected like spicy cucumber.

FIRST VINEYARD  
(Seasonal hours – see website)  
5800 Sugar Creek Pike 
Nicholasville  
firstvineyard.net  
859.885.9359

First Vineyard, the first commercial winery in 
the U.S., was established in 1799 by Kentucky 
state statute and operated until 1809. Founded 
by Swiss immigrant John James Dufour, it was 
funded by notable statesmen including U.S. 
Sec. of State Henry Clay, and Daniel Boone did 
the first survey of the property. Today, it has 
found a new audience to savor its dry, semi-dry 
and sweet red and white wines.

1922 HOUSE VINEYARDS & WINERY 
(Open 12-6 pm Saturdays)  
3155 Keene Road 
Nicholasville  
1922housewinery.com  
859.321.3533 

Here you’ll find award-winning dry reds, bourbon 
barrel aged selections, blueberry dessert wine, 
coffee infused wine, sangria, tropical sangria and 
more, all in small batches on this historic farm 
and winery property.
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KENTUCKY WINE & VINE FEST  
100 Park Drive 
Nicholasville–Jessamine County  
Fairgrounds  
kywinefest.com

This mid-June extravaganza celebrates all 
things wine with tastings from vineyards across 
the state, arts and crafts, food vendors, Run 
for the Merlot challenge, Wine Toss Event, kids’ 
inflatables and more. Kentucky Wine & Vine Fest 
is the official state wine festival and is billed as 
the best wine event this side of Napa Valley! 
Must be 21 or older to participate in the wine 
tastings.
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